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Application forms are available from the 
school or visit: www.sydneyboyshigh.com

and click on the link to enrolments.

Applications for Years 8 - 12, 2012
close on the 28th July 2011 

Phone: 9361 6910 

Applications for Years 8 - 12, 2012
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School remains family affair

Family tree: Several descendants of the Cavanagh family have
attended Our Lady of Fatima at Caringbah. Pictured (from left, back
row) are Tina Pappas, 21, Anne Pappas, Connor Honey, 16, and
school principal Tony Boyd; (middle row) Clare Callinan, 10, Kye
Houlihan, 10, Liam Callinan, 12, and Reanan Honey, 17; (front row)
Flynn Houlihan, 8, Angus Callinan, 8, and Josh Houlihan, 6.

THE Cavanagh family name is
famous in the history of Our
Lady of Fatima at Caringbah.

For 48 years there has been a
descendant of the family
enrolled at the school.

Year one student Josh
Houlihan, 6, is the youngest of
the brood and Anne Pappas,
52, of Caringbah, is the oldest
after starting school in 1964.

By the time Josh leaves for high
school, the family’s association
will have spanned 56 years.

Lee-Anne Callinan, 46 of
Woolooware, said the unbroken
chain started because of her

husband’s Irish grandmother,
Margaret Cavanagh.

After Mrs Cavanagh settled on
the north coast, she moved to
Caringbah to be close to her
grandchildren who attended Our
Lady of Fatima.

‘‘They were all north coast
people and my parents, too,
moved to Caringbah then
various other brothers and
sisters and their families
followed,’’ Mrs Callinan said.

Mrs Pappas said the school
remained on the same spot it
had always occupied, but in
place of the grass and asphalt

there were little areas of gravel
for boys to play marbles.

‘‘There were long benches out
in the sun — no shade-cloth or
covered learning areas in those
days,’’ Mrs Pappas said.

‘‘There was a real sense of
community and belonging and
you were happy that your
parents decided to send you to
this sort of school.’’

Some of the Cavanagh
family’s women, including Mrs
Pappas’ sister Lynne Bradshaw,
49, of Caringbah, and her
cousins Gail Cavanagh, 48, of
Caringbah, and Annette
Houlihan, 39, of Caringbah — all
of whose children are and were
at the school — recalled an
academic education that was
quite different to today’s.

‘‘There was a lot of memor-
ising, Cuisenaire rods, times
tables and catechism,’’ Mrs
Pappas said.

‘‘We were allowed to listen to
singing programs on the radio
occasionally and sometimes
they would let us listen to the
Melbourne Cup too.’’

Mrs Pappas’ daughter, Tina
Pappas, 21, of Caringbah,
recalled her time at the school
as “happy days”.

‘‘School was fun and I had all
my cousins here too,’’ she said.

‘‘We were all pretty good kids
and all in different classes
spread across the school.’’

There are plenty more
members from Mrs Cavanagh’s
family tree who had children at
the school.

Technical talent: Matt Koos of Heathcote has gained practical experience in light and sound design with the
Indent program at Sutherland Shire Council. Pictures: Mike Sea

Youths develop talent
By Sandra Siagian

MATT Koos, 15, of Heathcote, knows what career
path he wants to follow when he leaves school,
thanks to a program helping young people gain
industry skills and experience in events.

The year 10 student from St John Bosco College
at Engadine has spent his free time volunteering at
Sutherland Shire Council events to gain experience
in stage lighting and design for the past year.

As part of Music NSW’s youth campaign Indent,
the skills enhancement program provides people
aged 13 to 25 with the opportunity to gain skills
and experience in the events industry including
booking venues, liaising with police, managing
security, advertising and promotion.

The main purpose of the government-funded
program is to provide young people with recognition
and accreditation through TAFE NSW for doing
things they love to do while still at school.

So far, Matt has helped organise Sutherland Shire
Council events including Battle of the Bands, Down
the Park and has done lighting for end-of-year
dance concerts.

This year he will be the production co-ordinator for

Battle of the Bands and will work on stage lighting
and design.

‘‘The program has helped give me some great
skills to take out into the workforce,’’ Matt said.

‘‘I have been doing a lot of technical training at
Sutherland Entertainment Centre.’’

Six members from the Shire Events Crew were
selected to take part in the skills enhancement
program last year.

Sutherland Shire Council youth events and project
officer, Petrhyce Leather, supervises the program.

‘‘I try to gauge their interests when they sign up so
they continue to learn and really gain something
from their experiences,’’ Miss Leather said.

‘‘Everyone has a different interest including event
management, lighting, production, sound and
general event production.’’

Miss Leather said the program was tailored to
individual experience and participants could
receive accreditation from events of all sizes
including friends’ birthday parties.

The participants will work on the Battle of the
Bands competition in September.

Details: facebook.com/shireyouthevents.


