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the peak interview

When he’s not managing properties, hartono hosea is 
unintentionally making a name for himself behind the lens. 

TexT SANDRA SIAGIAN   phoTo JAcky SuhARto

Capturing 

a hidden 
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type in hartono hosea’s name in a search engine 
online and it’s not his executive positions with the 
property subsidiary of the Sun Motor Group that 
immediately pops up. It’s not until the fifth link down 
on a Google search that displays his LinkedIn page – 
which does in fact list his professional achievements 
as the president director of pt Sunindo Indah hotel 
and operational director of pt Sunindo primoland 
from his career spanning more than 27 years (and 
counting). 

Filling up the first half of a web page are images 
of fashion portraits and links to photography sites 
taken by hartono – the eldest son of Sun Motor 
Group matriarch Imelda Sundoro. a quick look at 
his personal twitter account – which is branded 
as h2photography (his initials squared) – and it’s 
clear that the 49-year-old has somewhat of a social 
media presence with almost 3,000 followers. his 
Facebook account is further testament to his strong 
online network with more than 170,000 likes on his 
page, along with more than 15,000 followers on his 
Instagram account. 

But despite his clear fan base and talent – the first 
few images online resemble the type of shot one could 
easily see in a high-end fashion magazine – hartono 
is adamant that he is by no means a professional. 

“My images may look professional to other 
people but for me I still consider it as a hobby,” admits 
the father-of-two, who primarily only shoots on 
weekends unless he finds some free time around his 
working schedule during the week.

While businessmen often turn to golf to relax – 
and maybe even network – on weekends, hartono 
turned to photography in 2007 as his creative means 
to escape. purchasing a small point-and-shoot 
camera, hartono started joining other photographers 
to shoot models in a group for practice. Less than a 
year later he started shooting models alone – so he 
could learn more and practice, he says – taking every 
free opportunity he had to build his skills. 

“at that time I had to pay models Rp 500,000 
($42) to shoot them because I was a nobody,” he 
admits. 

today, the roles have reversed with hartono no 
longer paying models to shoot them. “people now 
come to me, my profile has increased,” he says, adding 
that he sometimes has to turn people down because it 
doesn’t fit in with his work schedule. 

and it’s not just one-off shoots for hartono. his 
work has featured in a string of fashion magazines 
with hartono often shooting two to three fashion 

Model eye
While hartono 
insists that 
he is just a 
photography 
hobbyist, he 
has snapped 
fashion shoots 
for several 
magazines in 
Indonesia.

a professional hobby
These days it’s rare for hartono hosea to leave home 
without a camera. The budding photography enthusiast 
spends most of his free time shooting above and under 
water. 

Combining his passion of scuba diving – he’s 
dived in the Maldives, philippines and in Bali – with 
photography, hartono has taken his hobby to new 
depths – even setting up an underwater studio in his 
Jakarta home. 

“If I shoot in the ocean or in the pool everything 
remains the same,” says hartono, who makes it 
clear that his photos remain true and untouched. 
“Underwater, fashion and beauty are my specialities. 
And when I go travelling I always bring my camera to 
take personal photographs.”

The businessman even offers to take fashion shoots 
on his holidays, often advising magazines ahead of a trip 
that he can do an editorial spread in a foreign location. 

“Just like people play golf every weekend, I do the 
same thing with photography,” explains hartono, who 
has shot a fashion shoot underwater in the Maldives. “I 
feel it and I like it. And today I never leave home without 
a camera.”
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into the blue
hartono has 
combined his 
love of scuba 
diving and 
photography, 
often shooting 
personal and 
professional 
shots under 
water. 

“there’s no 
limit With 
photography, 
i love it so 
muCh. before 
taking up 
photography 
i Was a little 
shy. noW i 
feel like i’m 
more relaxed 
and more 
Confident.”

spreads a month when the time permits. and 
although he is now the one being sought after by 
magazines, hartono – who has been snapping the 
official portraits for Miss World Indonesia since 
2008 and Miss Universe Indonesia for the first time 
this year – prefers to shoot fashion editorials for free 
as it is a personal passion. But if it’s a commercial 
job – like an advertisement or billboard shot – 
hartono will charge via his company the Looop 
Indonesia – a commercial company set up with other 
photographers. 

“there’s no limit with photography, I love it so 
much,” says hartono, who was approached by Nikon 
in 2011 to be a brand spokesman – even though he 
made it clear to the camera manufacturer that this 
was just a hobby.  

“Before taking up photography I was a little shy. 
Now I feel like I’m more relaxed and more confident,” 
he explained, adding that he had gained a greater 
appreciation with all levels of society as he had to learn 
to work at the same level as other photographers and 
models without taking on a boss role. 
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faMily ties
hartono 
with his wife 
Margaret 
Vivi, daughter 
Karen and son 
Warren on a 
family vacation 
to London in 
2011. 

“indireCtly, my 
parents implied 
that i had to 
folloW in the 
business, but 
of Course, all 
parents Want 
you to join the 
family path.”

building a Career
It was 1988 when hartono, a science and finance 
graduate, started his professional career at the Sun 
Motor Group – an automotive business founded by 
his parents in Solo in 1974. the eldest of four, hartono 
recalls some of his earliest memories including of his 
dad driving trucks around before they were sold. 

“Indirectly, my parents implied that I had to 
follow in the business, but of course, all parents want 

you to join the family path,” he says with a smile 
about his career choice. 

the company expanded its portfolio in 1996 
when they moved into the property market and built 
their first hotel – the Novotel in Solo, which was 
opened for business the following year. But the riots 
in 1998 almost prompted the family to throw in the 
towel after they were forced to halt construction on 
their second hotel.

“When the riots happened we were planning 
on quitting and selling the hotel,” hartono explains, 
adding that they eventually completed building the 
second hotel in Solo in 2005. “there was no hope in 
Indonesia, it was a real disaster.”

But the family managed to overcome the unstable 
period and continued to build their empire. In the 
next two years, the group plans to spend around Rp 
1.7 trillion to expand their property division in a bid to 
tap into the booming travel market across Indonesia. 
today, the Sun Motor Group has 11 operating hotels 
under their belt with three more under construction 
and six more waiting for permits to build. 

“Construction will begin automatically once we 
receive a permit,” hartono explains, adding that they 
hoped to open a new hotel every six months. 

With his sister and two brothers working on the 
automotive side of the business, hartono says he now 



 t h e  p e a k  3 5

solely focuses on the property division after he moved 
there completely to take over the reigns in 2011.  

While his 71-year-old mother has taken a step 
back from the day-to-day operations, although she 
still remains as the chairwoman of the company, 
hartono says she is the motivator for their business – 
which employs around 5,000 people. 

a balanCing aCt
When The Peak met with hartono for an interview on 
a Friday afternoon at his latest property – hotel Ibis 
Budget Jakarta Daan Mogot – he had come straight 
from a fashion shoot for a magazine. 

“It is a good balance between business and 
leisure,” hartono says of his photography. “to some 
outsiders, they might question why I am doing this, 
but I don’t care because I enjoy this.”

While his five-year business plan is to expand and 
have 20 hotels in his portfolio, on the side, hartono 
wants to open up a public photography school. 

a tiMely love affair 
Along with photography and scuba diving, 
collecting luxury watches is another guilty 
pleasure for hartono. From a Rolex to an 
Audemars piguet timepiece, the family 
businessman has amassed a collection of stylish 
watches over the years. “I love to collect watches 
because every one is personal and reflects your 
personality.” 

here’s a selection of his favourite timepieces: 

1. A. Lange & Söhne, White Gold pearl Dial
2. piaget - Dancer White Gold with Diamonds
3. Rolex - Datejust White Gold with Diamonds
4. Audemars piguet - Royal oak Chronograph
5. patek philippe - Nautilus Chronograph
6. Rolex - Submariner White Gold
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With Accor looking after the 
management side of their hotels, 
hartono says it is a good partnership 
to allow them to focus on expanding. 

“Many people say they want to 
save three per cent on management, 
but without an operator it makes it 
difficult to expand,” hartono explains. 
“If you really want to completely run a 
hotel on your own it will be hard to go 
anywhere. So we spend a little on the 
management side which helps us in 
the long run.”

The hotel Ibis Budget Jakarta 
Daan Mogot – which opened in June 
– marks the 11th hotel in the Sun 
Motor Group’s portfolio. With permits 
approved for three more hotels – in 
Yogyakarta and Cikarang – the 

group is waiting for the green light 
to go ahead with more property in 
Surabaya, Malang, Solo and Jakarta. 

here’s a look at their current 
portfolio of hotels.

1997 – Novotel Solo
2004 – M Gallery phoenix Yogyakarta
2005 – Novotel Semarang
2007 – Ibis Solo
2008 – Best Western heritage (which 
changed to an M Gallery Royal in 
2014)
2009 – paragon Solo
2010 – Ibis Style Denpasar
2011 – Ibis Kuta
2013 – Best Western premier Kuta
2014 – Ibis Budget Semarang
2014 – Ibis Budget Jakarta

serving the Market

“there are only private photography schools 
here in Indonesia,” says hartono, who often holds 
small conferences for students at the Looop 
akadamie – a private school that will soon hold 
classes in a new studio at his latest hotel in Jakarta. 
“But I want to build a public school so it’s affordable 
for people to take lessons. Now that I’m building 
more in the photography industry, I hope that I will 
have the capacity to do this.”

With his eldest child studying interior design 
at university, hartono says it’s still too early to tell 
whether she will follow in his footsteps. 

“I told her when she comes back to look at the 
hotels in three of four years to not tell me that I need 
to change anything inside,” he says with a laugh. “But 
if it’s a new hotel I’ll ask for her design advice, but I 
just hope she doesn’t tell me that I’ll need to change 
any of my existing hotels.”  


