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As superyachts slowly become a must-have item for Indonesia’s elite 
the question remains whether the country’s industry is up to the task.
TexT Sandra Siagian

Life at Sea
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steady growth over the past decade, 
Budarlaigh, who was a superyacht 
captain himself for 13 years, cites 
government regulations, ownership 
costs and the minimal yachting 
culture as some of the obstacles in the 
way of harnessing the full potential of 
the marine tourism market. 

the captain, who is only one of 
three agents in Bali acting as a buffer 
to streamline visits from foreign 
superyachts, says compared with 
other Southeast asian countries, 
Indonesia is not very user friendly. 
While the infrastructure for one is 
lacking – australia for example has 
650 marinas – Budarlaigh says it’s 
a complicated process, not in legal 
terms, but in practice.

“a captain goes to Malaysia 
where it only cost him $12 to clear 
himself and park on the dock,” 
explains Budarlaigh, adding that the 
process for thailand and Singapore is 
also quite friendly and streamlined. 
“here [Indonesia], every movement 
that you do, even if you want to take 
fuel you have to pay someone.”

It was this kind of behaviour that 
led the Irish-native captain, whose 
clients to Indonesia have included Sir 
Richard Branson and Microsoft co-
founder paul allen, to work with the 
government to create a regulation in 
2011 that offered transparency on the 
law for visiting yachts of all sizes. 

“the regulation [perpres 
79/2011] was about clarity,” he says, 
adding that visiting yachts on average 
would spend around $1,250 per 
day. “When a superyacht comes to 
visit, there’s mechanics, electrical 
engineers and fuel that’s needed. I 

call it a trickle-down effect.” 
achyaruddin, the director 

general of tourism destination 
development with the Ministry of 
tourism and Creative economy, 
added that the presidential decree 
was a postive step as it encouraged 
visiting yachts to spend more time in 
Indonesia.

“Indonesia has huge potential to 
boost marine tourism and we should 
be able to make Indonesia the best 
marine destination in the world. If 
we manage to invite 10,000 yachts 
per year, we may realise the huge 
economic benefits that won’t just be 
received by the main islands, but also 
to the locals in smaller areas.”

Budarlaigh, who is currently 
writing a white-paper proposal 
for the Indonesian government to 
suggest solutions to streamline the 
process for foreign visitors by boat, 
says he believes this luxury market 
will grow, but how quick will depend 
on easing the regulations and actual 
practices.”

“Yachts are a means to enjoy 
freedom,” adds the captain, who 
says despite some of the hassles his 
clients have enjoyed “extraordinary 
adventures” in the country. 

“the sight of large yachts and the 
possibility that wealthy Indonesians 
get to visit on board can only increase 
the domestic demand for these 
luxury items and lifestyle.”

paul Whelan, Simpson Marine’s 
general manager for Southeast asia, 
echoed Budarlaigh’s optimism that 
positive tourism would make it more 
appealing for Indonesians to own 
their own yacht.

Yachting off to an exotic location 
for a relaxing, and of course private, 
vacation is the luxurious pastime 
that so many of the world’s rich and 
famous enjoy. Whether it’s in the 
Mediterranean or the Caribbean, 
the sea continues to be a prime spot 
for the wealthy elite to holiday with 
family and friends. 

But while billionaires and 
celebrities flock to europe or the 
americas each summer to spend 
some quiet time aboard a luxury 
superyacht, what’s stopping them 
from heading to Southeast asia, 
where some of the world’s most 
beautiful – and less crowded – islands 
lie?

With Indonesia home to more 
than 17,000 islands – many still 
virtually untouched and uninhabited 
– the archipelago is nothing short of 
diverse and picturesque landscapes 
for local and foreign visitors to 
explore. 

Last year, 70 foreign superyachts 
stopped by Indonesia for a visit, not a 
bad figure for a country with just five 
marinas across the archipelago.

“Bali in yachting terms should 
be the St tropez of asia,” explains 
Captain Cilian Budarlaigh, a 
superyacht agent for Indonesia who 
has spent the last 10 years in the 
country. “Right now it doesn’t have 
the marinas but it has everything on 
shore to support.”

When Budarlaigh first opened 
up his business nine years ago, Indo 
Yacht Support, there were just two 
superyachts that visited the country, 
a big change to the activity today. 

But while he has witnessed 
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Charter in Style
If you’re not ready to purchase your 
own yacht, why don’t you take a look at 
chartering one of these luxury vessels 
either within or outside the archipelago? 

necker Belle 
Sail throughout the Caribbean on Sir Richard 
Branson’s luxury 32m-catamaran yacht. Offered 
through Virgin Limited edition and based at the 
Branson’s Necker Island resort, a stay on this vessel 
will set you back a cool $110,000 per week.   

Salila 
The privately-owned Indonesian charter yacht sails 
primarily around Bali, Komodo, Flores, Ambon and 
Raja Ampat. With plenty of space aboard the 56.2m 
yacht, which features five split-level decks, Salila 
will cost visitors around $15,000 per night for up to 
20 guests. 

lady r 
This 116’ Azimut Grande superyacht – that measures 
35.5m – was custom built for complete luxury across 
the entire vessel. The five-bedroom yacht is docked 
at Benoa Harbour with prices ranging from $60,000 
for the base rate per week.   

would prefer a holiday to Raja ampat 
over the popular Maldives hotspot. 

Ismail Ning, another co-
owner of Salila, says the attitude of 
Indonesians is slowly changing. 

“I think because more celebrities 
do things that are related to the sea 
like diving, Indonesians are taking 
notice,” explains Ismail, who is also 
active with Gahawisr – the Indonesian 
Marine and tourism association. 

“even though some Indonesians 
might be worried about the dangers 
of the ocean, as long as there is 
someone to handle the regulations 
it’s fine and I think they are starting 
to realise that boating is fun.”

While Salila is an Indonesian-
owned charter yacht shared among 
20 owners – which was bought, as 
agus explains, after the group of 
friends wanted to work on a fun 
project – owning a foreign boat can 
sometimes prove to be quite costly. 

Despite there not being a direct 
import duty tax, there’s a super 
luxury tax that amounts up to 47.5 
per cent, explains Budarlaigh, which 
means owners could be spending a lot 
more on a yacht before they even get 
on board. 

“When you break any effective 
monopoly, more players come in and 
the consumers win as there are more 
choices,” he says, adding that his 
white paper will propose removing 
the luxury point-of-entry tax. “When 
the market is driven by supply and 
demand, the government will already 
be getting tax because whenever the 
boat is used or they buy a spare part 
there will be tax. the idea of getting 
47.5 per cent tax [of zero yacht 
imports] doesn’t make sense.”

earlier this year, azimut Yachts 

“It is definitely growing, not just 
Simpson Marine, but the market,” 
Whelan says, adding that he forecasts 
Indonesia’s yacht ownership to 
increase in years to come as more 
people became aware of the benefits 
– and lifestyle – of owning a yacht. 

“We see great potential, looking 
at islands and marina development, 
it’s very optimistic,” explains Whelan, 
whose Singapore dealership has been 
selling yachts to Indonesians for the 
past decade, which led to Simpson 
Marine opening an office in Jakarta 
in 2011. 

“We even see good growth in the 
smaller markets with the younger jet-
setting crowd who already have the 
cars and money and now are looking 
for something else. and we will be 
tapping into that segment.” 

Changing attitudeS 
While yachting has long been a 
popular holiday option for the world’s 
elite, Indonesians have been slower 
to jump on board and take advantage 
of the travel opportunities right on 
their doorstep. 

“a number of upper-class 
Indonesians don’t like the ocean 
or being outdoors,” explains 
agus Gunawan, a co-owner of the 
Indonesian expedition yacht Salila 
– a private charter boat in Indonesia 
that can accommodate up to 20 
guests. 

“Most of the charter for Salila 
comes from overseas and if they 
are Indonesian, they are new to the 
market. But since it could cost up to 
$15,000 per night on board Salila, 
many Indonesians feel like they could 
use that money on a trip to europe or 
america,” he explains, adding that he 
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Future endeavourS 
While Budarlaigh describes 
Indonesia’s potential as how the 
Caribbean was 40 years ago – just 
without the infrastructure to back it 
up – he admits that he would never 
like the archipelago to turn into what 
the region has become today, overrun 
with marinas. 

With currently only five marinas 
scattered around Indonesia –  Benoa, 
Serangan, pantai Mutiara, ancol and 
Batavia Sunda kelapa – Budarlaigh 
says he wants to build a five-berth 
marina in Benoa, space permitting. 

“Opening the yachting industry 
will bring in more high-profile 
people and also bring more tourists,” 
the captain explains. “Instead of 
building hotels around Raja ampat or 
komodo, use your own boat to see it 
all. there would be zero impact.”

“the big thing with the yachting 
lifestyle is that you don’t need to 
do anything,” he adds. “the luxury 
lifestyle and yachting will develop 
here regardless of current confusion; 
the attraction of owning a yacht is 
too strong and many Indonesians 
now fall into a wealth category that 
demands such status symbols.” 

What iS a SuperyaCht?
There’s a worldwide debate, according to 
Captain Cillian Budarlaigh, about the definition 
of a superyacht. But the basic rules are that 
the yacht has to be more than 24m, have a 
professional crew on board and be of a certain 
style and luxury. He added that as a rule of 
thumb, the average size of a superyacht was 
usually between 40m to 45m. 

Bali
FloreS

komodo

amBon

raja ampat

 Sailing the SeaS
As the largest archipelago in 
the world, Indonesia is nothing 
short of big and small tropical 
islands to explore. While there 
are still many unnamed – and 
even uninhabited – islands, 
the most popular ones that 
visitors and locals alike have 
discovered include Raja Ampat, 
Komodo and of course Bali.

Indonesia was launched after the 
Italian manufacturer signed a 
contract with h Marine International 
to be the exclusive dealer in the 
country. With a showroom expected 
to open in Jakarta in the coming 
months, the company has set a target 
to sell at least six yachts this year. 

“We don’t expect to have big 
numbers so we just want to set 
a realistic figure,” explains endy 
kusumo, the vice president of azimut 
Yachts Indonesia, adding that some 
of the superyachts were already in 
Jakarta. 

“We believe that we have entered 
the market at the right time. Our 
beautiful country is surrounded 
by water and we can see that more 
Indonesians are gaining interest in 
water activities, such as sailing out to 
the thousand Islands.”

endy added that the company 
was keen to partner with the tourism 
Ministry in the future to work on 
increasing awareness of the lifestyle 
and to help streamline the process for 
foreign visitors. 


